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Looking for a lictle late night alchemical reading?
Well, then you've come to the right place. How about
cnough reading for, oh say, the next 40 nights? Berter sill.
Alchemica Winks: Erenans Philalethes Compiled s notonly a
mouthful, it s also an alchemical moneh'’s worth of some
heavy duty reading on the laboratory aspects of the Grear
Work by ane of the 17th century’s leading exponents of the
Art.

As the introduction suggests, over 300 years afier the
first publications of Philalethes, the identity of this near
mythalogical adepe is still unknown. Philalethes is the
latiniation of the Greek phrase for “Lover of Truth,” and if
he is judged by what he was written, which aceceding o his
prefaces suppest kindness, modesty, and a philanthropic
attitude — the reputed hallmarks of spirioual againment, it &
a fitting name. Legendary for having achieved the
Philosopher's Stone at the age of 23, in 1645, his additional
peudonyms deseribe him as a Citizen of the Cosmos, or
Commopolita, by which he is best known

An associate of Boyle, Starkey, and other lesser and
sme well known alchemists and psewdo-alchemiss,
FPhilalethes's writings were the basis for lsane Newton's
experiments in alchemy, parculary his seanch for
Philesophic Mercury in 1675, In addition, Philalethes is best
known for putting forth the idea of metallic seed which was
“diffused throughout the metal, and contained in all s
smallest pares...." an idea similar o voday's atomic theory.

Included in this volume are all of Philalsthes’ works

availshle in English, indexed, and complete with the original
format being preserved. A partial look at the contenes show:
The Marmow of Alchemy, parts | and 2; Ripley Revived: An
Expeniticn upon the First Six Gates of Sir Geoege Riphey’s
Compound of Alchemie: Experiment for the Preparation of
the Sophick Mercury: By Luna, and the Anzimonial-Seellate-
Regulus of Mars, for the Philosopher's Stone; A Breviary of
Alchermy; and mare for a total of 17 tracts being reproduced,

However, don't expect to be ablle to just pick wp this
back, head o your basement with a chemistry kit and make
Star Reguhuz or Ignis-Aqua. Like all Philosophiers of the
Hermetic Ans and Sciences, this one too writes in what his
madern equivalent, Fuleanelli, calls the “language of the
birds”. Like any language, symbolic language is clear to thise
who know Iis definivions, grammar, and synta, but s
meaningless to anyone who hasn’t done the Work in order o
understand. But don't fear, there is help.

While there may not yet be a Yellow Peges for
Alchemists, some preliminary reading in the field will help
clear away many of the obscuritics presented in Philalethes
works, Several intreductory books on the sctual Iaborotory
techniques of alchemy do exist along with suggestions for
practical experiments in the field. The Alshemise’s Handbook
by Frarer Alberus; Manfred Junius' Pracical Handbook of M
Alchermy; In Purswit of Gold, Alchemy Today in Theory and
Pracuice by Lapidus; and Gold of @ Thoasand Meomnings by
Armand Barbaul are all more valuzble in conjunction with
Alchemical Works: Etrenaews Phlaleches Compiled for the
aspiring practical alchemist than a dozen pryehological
analyses of the text.

So, if you are looking for an authenric alchemical
text 10 guide you, complete with references and historical
background 1o give it weight, then Alchemical Works isane of
the best buys for the money. It is an expensive bock, $60,
bur is loaded with what is considered by the publisher o be
the essential readings on the subject of alchemy by one wha
iz sabd to have made The Stone, and completed the Grem
Work,

A note ahoue the publisher by the way, in the mue
spirit of hermetlciam he has included the following statement
on the dust-facker: "This work was commissioncd by 2
schalar of The Art who lovingly guided the stringent
sccuracy of the detailed restoration and publication of the
material conmined within, Consistent with the Hermeric
Traditlon, he withes to remain - Anonymous.™ Could it be!
Mah...
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